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Minutes           
Annual Meeting of the General Assembly                                      

6 July 2010                                                                                                     
Bournemouth International Centre                                                             

 
Present 
 
323 authorities in full membership and 20 authorities in corporate membership were 
represented at the meeting. 
 
Elections and business  
 
1. Election of President and Vice-Presidents 
 
The Chief Executive welcomed representatives to the meeting and invited nominations 
for the position of President of the Association. 
 
Decision 
 
It was moved by Dame Margaret Eaton OBE (City of Bradford MBC), seconded by Cllr 

David Sparks OBE (Dudley MBC) and agreed that Lord Best be elected President of 
the Association until the next Annual Meeting.  
 
After a short address, Lord Best then invited the Assembly to elect Vice-Presidents for 
the coming year.   
 
Decision 
 
The Assembly agreed that the following MPs, MEPs and Peers be elected as Vice-
Presidents of the LGA for 2010/11:    
 
 MP Vice-Presidents 
 
 Conservatives 
 Stewart Jackson MP 
 Eric Ollerenshaw MP 
 John Howell MP 
 Charles Walker MP 
                        
 Labour 
 Clive Betts MP 
 John Denham MP 
 John Healey MP 
 Ian Mearns MP 



 
 Liberal Democrat 
 Julian Huppert MP 
 Gordon Birtwistle MP 
 Mark Hunter MP 
  
 Independent 
   

Peers 
 
 Conservative 
 Lord Bates 
             
 Labour 
 Lord Beecham 
 Lord Knight 

Baroness Smith 
 Lord Smith of Leigh 
 
 Liberal Democrat 

Baroness Barker 
Baroness Maddock 
Lord Shipley 
Lord Willis 

   
 Cross Benchers 
 Lord Ouseley 

Lord Alton  
Lord Walpole 
Baroness Howarth  
Baroness Greengross 
 

 MEPs 
 
 Conservative 
 Philip Bradbourn MEP 
 Julie Girling MEP 
 
 Labour 
 Richard Howitt MEP 
 Derek Vaughan MEP    
 
 Liberal Democrat 
 Edward McMillan-Scott MEP 
 Catherine Bearder MEP 
 
 Independent (Green) 
 Keith Taylor MEP 
  

Welsh Assembly Member (Liberal Democrat) 
           Peter Black AM 
 



 
 
2. Election of Chairman 
 
The President invited nominations for the position of Chairman of the Association for 
2010/2011.    
 
Decision 
 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that Dame Margaret Eaton OBE (City of Bradford 
MBC) be elected Chairman of the Association until the next Annual Meeting.  
 

The Chairman thanked Lord Best and chaired the rest of the meeting. 
 
3. LGA Constitution 
 
The Chairman presented a report which set out a revised LGA Constitution for 
approval. The LGA Executive commended the report to the General Assembly 
 
Decision 
 
The General Assembly approved the amended Constitution. 
 

Action 
 
The new arrangements to be introduced from September 2010 and reviewed after 
twelve months (late 2011).                                                                   Chief Executive 
 
4.      Sir Jeremy Beecham’s Retirement Address 
 
The Chairman paid a warm tribute to Sir Jeremy Beecham, referring to his many years 
of sterling work on behalf of local government.  Dame Margaret expressed her pleasure 
and that of the LGA, that Sir Jeremy would continue to play a role on the national stage 
as a member of the House of Lords. 
 
Sir Jeremy Beecham thanked Dame Margaret for her kind words and then addressed 
General Assembly delegates. Sir Jeremy praised the efforts of local government 
members and staff as he made his final speech. He said that the LGA had become 
increasingly influential and effective over the years.  

 
Following his address, Dame Margaret thanked Sir Jeremy and presented him with a 
gift, on behalf of the Association.   

 
5.      Election of  Vice-chairmen and Deputy chairmen 
 
Under the new LGA Constitution, the Chairman invited nominations and seconders for 
four Vice-Chairmen of the Association for 2010/2011. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The following nominations were moved and duly seconded: 
 
Councillor David Sparks OBE, Dudley (Labour) 
Councillor David Shakespeare OBE, Buckinghamshire CC (Conservative) 
Councillor Richard Kemp, City of Liverpool (Liberal Democrat) 
Councillor Keith Ross OBE, West Somerset (Independent) 
 
Decision 
 
Councillors Sparks, Shakespeare, Kemp and Ross were elected as Vice-Chairmen of 

the Association until the next Annual Meeting. 

 
The Chairmen then invited nominations and seconders for six Deputy-Chairmen of the 
Association for 2010-2011. 
 
The following nominations were moved and duly seconded: 
 
Conservative 
Councillor David Parsons CBE (Leicestershire) 
Councillor Robert Light (Kirklees) 
Councillor Gary Porter (South Holland) 
 
Labour 
Councillor Sharon Taylor (Stevenage) 
Councillor Steve Reed (Lambeth) 
 
Liberal Democrat 
Councillor Gerald Vernon-Jackson (Portsmouth) 
 
Decision 
 
Councillors Parsons, Light, Porter, Taylor, Reed and Vernon-Jackson were elected as 

Deputy Chairmen of the Association until the next Annual Meeting. 
 
6. Minutes of the General Assembly Meeting held on 30 June 2009 
 
Decision 

 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record of the meeting. 
 
7.            Audited Accounts (Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 
2010) 
 
The General Assembly received a report which provided them with the LGA’s audited 
accounts for 2009-10. 
 
Decision 
 



The General Assembly received the audited accounts for the year ended 31 March 

2010. 
 

8.          Report of the LGA Scrutiny Panel 
 
The Chairman invited Councillor David Lines, Chairman of the LGA Scrutiny Panel, to 
present a report which set out the findings and recommendations of the Panel’s 
investigation into the operation of various aspects of the LGA’s work. 
 
Decision 
 
The General Assembly agreed the Scrutiny Panel’s recommendation for 

“a more structured gathering of customer feedback to gauge the success of LGA 

priorities in the eyes of its member councils.  Any such methods should be designed 
and managed to avoid undue burdens on councils and co-ordinated with similar activity 
across the LGA Group”. 

 
9.           Chairman’s Report to the General Assembly  
 
Dame Margaret Eaton OBE, Chairman, addressed the General Assembly.  
 
Dame Margaret referred to the tremendous challenges ahead for local government and 
the rest of the public sector, in facing the worst financial crisis since the war. Dame 
Margaret urged local government to seize this as an opportunity to propose huge 
savings, savings that will deliver a better way of doing things, delivering more power to 
councils and to local people.  Local Government can deliver real autonomy, real 
influence over services and real opportunity to deliver a better future for those who elect  
the politicians 
 
            General Assembly Debates 
 
The Chairman reported that three member authorities (Birmingham City Council, Surrey 
County Council, and East Sussex County Council (on behalf of the South East  7 
Group) had proposed motions on three issues of national importance to local 
government, for consideration at the Annual Meeting of the General Assembly 
 
The LGA Executive, at its meeting on 20 May 2010, agreed one motion (Radical 
Reform of Public Services) set out at item 2, for debate at the General Assembly.  The 
Executive also agreed that the motions on Investment in UK Roads and Collaborative 

Working should be heard by the General Assembly and then remitted to the appropriate 
Programme Boards of the LG Group for detailed discussion. 
 
10.       The State of UK Roads 
 
Councillor Andrew Povey, Leader, Surrey County Council, proposed the following 
motion on the State of UK Roads: 
 
Surrey County Council, supported by West Sussex County Council, East Sussex 
County Council, Central Bedfordshire Council, Hampshire County Council, 
Southampton City Council, Isle of Wight Council and West Berkshire Council: 
 
 



 
 
Proposes that: 

 
“This Association expresses its concern that the state of the UK’s roads continues to 
provoke unnecessary problems, financial costs and huge frustrations for residents, 
businesses and councils alike throughout the country. 
 
A study by Oxford Economics estimated that if transport infrastructure spending in the 
South East had been maintained over the past 15 years at 1% of GDP, as seen in 
1989-91, UK GDP could be expected to have been around £1.6 billion (1%) a year 
higher by 2006 than it actually was. This in turn would have generated an additional 
£750 million a year in tax revenues that would be available to support public spending 
elsewhere in the country. 
 
In the current economic climate, it is more important than ever that all public spending 
be targeted to ensure that it is achieving the greatest possible impact. This Association 
believes that investment in roads in areas of high economic activity creates a virtuous 
circle in which these areas’ economic potential can be harnessed to create more jobs, 
more growth and significantly higher tax revenues that can be reinvested in all areas of 
the country.  
 
This Association will use its influence to lobby for this investment.” 
 
Councillor David Sparks, Chairman of the LGA’s Transport and Regeneration Board, 
responded on behalf of the LGA. 
 
Decision 
 
The General Assembly agreed to remit the motion on the State of UK Roads to the 

Economy & Transport Programme Board. 
 
11. Collaborative working to deliver services 
 
Councillor Peter Jones, Leader, East Sussex County Council, proposed the following 
motion on collaborative working to deliver services: 
 
East Sussex County Council, on behalf of the South East 7 Group (comprising 
Brighton & Hove City Council, East Sussex County Council, Hampshire County Council, 
Kent County Council, Medway Council, Surrey County Council and West Sussex 
County Council: 
 
Proposes that: 
 
“This Association applauds the innovative approach being taken by Brighton and Hove, 
East Sussex, Hampshire, Kent, Medway, Surrey, and West Sussex councils, which 
have recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding to create the South East 7 
Group. The Members of this Group anticipate collaborative working to deliver various 
services, with an initial focus on their functions in relation to highways construction and 
maintenance, special education facilities, waste management and information 
technology developments across their respective areas. 
 



In doing so, the South East 7 Group will actively seek opportunities to reduce costs, 
improve service delivery and enhance the region’s publicly controlled facilities, services 
and amenities. 
 
This Association encourages all of its members to explore the opportunities for 
collaborative working with appropriate groups of partners and invites the South East 7 
to report back in 12 months’ time on the lessons that it has learned.” 
 
Councillor David Parsons CBE, Chairman of the LGA Improvement Board, responded 
on behalf of the LGA. 
 
Decision 
 

The General Assembly agreed to remit the motion on collaborative working to deliver 
services to the LGA Improvement Board. 
 

12.      Motion from Birmingham City Council on the Radical Reform of Public  
           Services 
 
Councillor Howard Sykes, Leader, Oldham MBC, proposed the following motion on the 
radical reform of public services. 
 
Birmingham City Council 
 
Proposes that    “This Association  

 believes  that public expenditure reductions on the scale required by the 

government's budget can only be achieved by radical reform of public services; 

 rejects piecemeal cuts to frontline services as a way of making savings, and 

 having learned from councils' experience of providing democratic leadership and 

accountability to citizens across the totality of local public service, through local 

partnerships and agreements, and through the Total Place pilots 

endorses the principles of the LGA's offer to government to make savings by 

devolving to the local level the funding, decision-making, and accountability of a 

wide range of local public services and mandates the LGA to lobby Ministers with 

the aim of securing a new localised and democratically accountable settlement 

for the governance of public services“ 

 
Councillor Gary Porter (South Holland) seconded the motion.  
 
The Chairman opened the debate to the floor. 
 
Councillor Richard Kemp (Liverpool), Vice-chairman and Leader of the Liberal 
Democrat Group, responded on behalf of the LGA. 
 
Decision 
 
The General Assembly agreed the motion on the Radical Reform of Public Services. 
 



Address 
 
Councillor David Shakespeare, Vice-Chairman and Leader of the LGA Conservative 
Group, invited The Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP, Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government, to address the General Assembly. 
 
The Secretary of State congratulated the Chairman and Sir Jeremy Beecham on their 
peerages and said that they would be magnificent ambassadors for local government. 
 
The Secretary of State spoke about the very difficult challenges that now faced local 
government.  He said that current spending was unsustainable and he questioned 
whether “big government” actually got things done. He believed that this was an 
opportunity to make localism a reality and shift power to the local base, where councils 

and communities can make their own decisions. 
 
The Secretary of State’s full speech can be found at  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/newsroom/lgaconference2010 
 
Dame Margaret Eaton OBE, Chairman, closed the Annual Meeting of the 2010 
General Assembly 
 
Dates of the Next Annual Meeting:  
 
Tuesday, 28 June 2011, in Birmingham International Conference Centre. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: __________________________ 
              Chairman 
              Local Government Association 
 
 
Date:     28 June 2011                             
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/newsroom/lgaconference2010

